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REMARKS 

Thorough examination of the application is sincerely appreciated. 

Claims 1 - 6 are pending in the application. Among other things, indepmdent claims are 
amended to clarify the patentable subject matter of the invention and advance the prosecution of this 
case. Entry of the amendment is respectfiilly requested. 

Claims 1-6 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph. In response, claims 
are amended to more clearly define Applicant's invention^ as fiilly supported by the specification, 
and without introducing any new matter. It is believed that all claims now fiilly comply with 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, and withdrawal of the rejection is respectfiilly requested. 

Claim 3 has been rejected under 35 U,S.C. 1 12, second paragraph. In response, claim 3 is 
amended to address the Examiner's remarks. It is believed that claim 3 now fixUy complies with 35 
U.S.C^ 1 12, and withdrawal of the rejection is respectfiilly requested. 

Since the specification has been objected solely on the basis of the 1 12 rejections, which are 
addressed hereinabove^ withdrawal of the objection to the specification is warranted. 

Claims 1-6 have heea rejected under 35 U.S.C. l()2(b) as being anticipated by European 
Patent Application No. EP 1,041.767 (Aldyama), Applicant respectfiilly traverses the rejections for 
the following reasons. 

According to Akiyama, a signing station divides data to be transmitted into a plurality of 
blocks of data Dl to Dn (see, FIG. 1, and paragraph [0024]). A plurality of hash units create a 
plurality of authenticators by applying a di fferent onfr-way fmction to each block (emphasis 
added; see FIG, 1, abstract and paragraph [0014]). Clearly, Akiyama teaches applying different 
hashing fimctions ^ using different keys Kl , K2. . . . Kn - to the data blocks Dl, D2 . . .Dn. 

Nowhere does Akiyama teach or suggest the feature of the present invention of "said hash 
fimction being the same in said each hash device", as now recited in Applicant's claim 1. To 
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anticipate a claim, the reference must teach eveiy element of the claim (sec MPEP 2131). Since the 
above feature/element of the present invention is not taught (or suggested) by Akiyama, withdrawal 
of the rejection is respectfully requested. 

Claims 2 and 3 d^end firom independent claim 1 and thus incoiporate novel and non- 
obvious features thereof^ in addition to furflier limitations. Therefore* claims 2 and 3 are patentably 
distinguishable over the prior art for at least the same reasons as independent claim 1 . 

Independent claim 4, as amended, contains the feature of claim I as discussed above. H^ce, 
for at least the same reasons given for claim 1, claim 4 is believed to be allowable over Akiyama, 

Claims 5 and 6 depend from independent claim 4 and thus incorporate novel and non- 
obvious features thereof, in addition to further limitations. Therefare, claims 5 and 6 are patentably 
distinguishable over the prior art for at least the same reasons as independent claim 4. 

In view of the above, it is respectfully submitted that Akiyama does not anticipate (or render 
obvious) ±e present invention because he fails to teach or suggest all of the features of the present 
invention, as discussed hereinabove. Withdrawal of the rejection is, therefore, respectfiiHy 
requested. 

An eamest effort has been made to be fiilly responsive to the Examiner's correspondence and 
advance the prosecution of this case. In view of the above amendments and remarks, it is believed 
that the present application is in condition for allowance, and an early notice thereof is eamestly 
soUcited. However, if for any reason this appUcation is not considered to be in condition for 
allowance, the Examiner is respectfully requested to call the undersigned attomey at the number 
listed below prior to issuing a further Action. 

Entry of this amendment is respectfuUy requested. It is believed that this amendment will 
place the application in condition for allowance and, therefore, entry of the amendment is 
respectfully requested, per MPEP 706.07(e). 
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Please charge any additional fees associated with this plication to Dqjosit Account No. 14- 

1270. 

Re^)ectfiiUy submitted. 




B 

Lairy Lib^uk, Reg. No. 40,352 
Senior Coiporate Counsel 
914-333-9602 
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